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Weird Soda Review
Dedicated to unearthing and quaffing unusual, independent, and fascinating non-alcoholic beverages.

Click here to send in your own Weird Soda
Review!
Tuesday, December 28, 2010

Reed's Original Ginger Brew
The Lab has visitors tonight. We are very lucky, in that we have made
a bunch of really interesting friends (As it turns out, being a
scientist/musician/historian/weird-soda-quaffing family tends to put you
in contact with a variety of interesting people). One of our guests
happens to be fond of a certain Weird soda which we have not yet
reviewed--the Reed's family of ginger-based beverages. This friend
(who shall be known as Gointotrance) was generous enough to bring
some tonight, so we'll be reviewing the core of the family, the Reed's
Original Ginger Brew.
Reed's has a reputation for being a strong ginger soda. Afficionados of
Reeds typically view other ginger ales (e.g. Canada Dry, Schweppes)
with amused contempt. Ginger is fine with me, and I'm fond of regular
ginger ales, so I'm looking forward to the experience.
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Guide to Reviews
Each review will include where
and when the soda was
purchased, and a description
of the scent, color, and taste.
Each soda will be rated on two
scales; the Quaff rating
reflects the enjoyability of the
drinking experience, whereas
the Cough rating indicates how
likely one would be to throw it
up after "enjoying" it (believe
me, some sodas might rank
high on both scales). Both
scales are points out of 5.
Hover your mouse (place it
there and leave it for a couple
of seconds) over each rating
to see a more thorough
explanation.
----Quaff ratings guide---1:
2:
3:
4:
5:
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Somebody Else's Problem.
Uninspired.
Tasty.
Excellent.
Transcendent.
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----Cough ratings guide---1:
2:
3:
4:
5:

Where and when: Purchased December 2010 at Frazier Farms, Vista,
CA
Color: Light brown, close--very close--to yellow. In fact, I'd call it
yellow, but that's just me.
Gointotrance: "Probably from the honey? Pineapple juice and honey,
that's certainly going to add to the yellow color. There's also lemon
and lime juices."
I agree.
Gointotrance: "Unlike my sodas, it's got very fine bubbles which have
decided to cling to the bottom and sides. Look, the bubbles have
congregated there like little see-through caviar eggs."
Scent: Fairly strong ginger, kind of lemony. Not all that sweet. The
sour is strong, a touch of bitter.
Gointotrance: "You can smell the stickiness. Can something smell
sticky? There's a kinesthetic-olfactory synaesthesia there."
This blog has just become quite a bit more credible by having that
terminology appear, I think.
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The Raised Eyebrow.
Startling.
Icky.
Actively hostile.
Vomitrocious.

In addition, the overall Weird
Soda Review Index is
determined by subtracting the
Cough Rating from the Quaff
Rating. It can thus vary
between +5 and -5.
We're very scientific people,
here at the Lab!
The Quaffiest Weird Sodas
(WSR Index +3.0 or better)
Virgil's Cream Soda (WSR
Index +4.5)
Vernor's (WSR Index +4.5)
Sweet Blossom Elderflower
Soda (WSR Index +4.0)
Dry Soda Co. Soda: Vanilla
Bean (WSR Index +4.0)
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Taste: Hmm. Pretty tart, the lemon juice is prominent. The ginger has
a strong but not overwhelming bite. It's sweet. There's complexity here,
but I'm a little surprised that the ginger isn't stronger.
Gointotrance: "Put some on your tongue and let it sit there."
Ah. *pause* Yep. There's some sting.
Gointotrance: "Mind you, this is not the extra-strength one."

Ooba Hibiscus (WSR Index
+4.0)
Stewart's Cherries 'n Cream
(WSR Index +4.0)

The sweetness doesn't come across in the smell, so it's a bit surprising.
It's actually quite sweet, but not the corn-syrup sort--it's a more
mellow sweetness. Not surprising, given the honey-pineapple
sweetener.

Moxie Cherry Cola (WSR Index
+3.5)

The ginger is hitting me more now. Let's try the Kibbitzer on this.

Oogave Grapefruit (WSR Index
+3.5)

K-i-C: "It's nice. It's probably the pineapple juice, but it's kind of like
cider."
The cider is an interesting comment. I think I see what she's saying.
This is much more complex and interesting than I would have guessed.
Gointotrance, having his own carbonation setup, is looking into custom
soda. He has an idea for a tomato-garlic-ginger-Worcestershire sauce
carbonated beverage. The mind boggles. The stomach clenches. I can't
wait. This is very exciting to me--what could be Weirder than that
which emerges from the depths of personal Weirdness? What
Weirdness lurks in the hearts of men?
The Quaffmaster will soon know!
Quaff rating: 3.5. Very nice to drink, and surprisingly complex. Quite a
nice surprise.
Cough rating: 1.0. The ginger, while pleasant, produces some strong
sensations.
Aftertaste update: the ginger lingers.
Gointotrance: "After you drink it, you know you've drunk it. The
experience doesn't end as soon as you're done. For the next 40
minutes, you'll know you had this beverage."
Posted by Quaffmaster at 5:59 PM
Labels: ginger, honey, reed's, reviews, spice, yellow
Your Reactions:

Yay! (1)

Boo! (0)

Huh? (0)

Oogave Esteban's Root Beer
(WSR Index +3.5)

Oogave Ginger Ale (WSR
Review +3.5)
Ironbeer Soft Drink (WSR
Index +3.5)
Americana Black Cherry (WSR
Index +3.5)
Mr. Q. Cumber (WSR Index
+3.5)
Red Ribbon Original Cherry
Supreme (WSR Index +3.5)
Ooba Hibiscus and Orange
(WSR Index +3.5)
Henry Weinhardt's Vanilla
Cream (WSR Index +3.5)
Natural Brew Vanilla Creme
(WSR Index +3.0)
Quench (WSR Index +3.0)
Natural Brew Ginseng Cola
(WSR Index +3.0)
Fentiman's Full-Bodied Shandy
(WSR Index +3.0)
Materva Yerba Mate (WSR
Index +3.0)

0 comments:

Post a Comment

Mundet Manzana Verde (WSR
Index +3.0)
Jarritos Lima-Limon (WSR
Index +3.0)
Gokuri Miracle of Grapefruit
(WSR Index +3.0)
Dry Soda Co.: Kumquat (WSR
Index +3.0)
Sidral Mundet (WSR Index
+3.0)
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Comment as:
Post Comment

Faygo Vanilla Creme (WSR
Index +3.0)

Selectprofile...
profile...
Select

Looks Like Orange, Tastes Like
Grape (WSR Index +3.0)

Preview

Sioux City Sarsaparilla (WSR
Index +3.0)
Weird In A Bad Way (WSR
Index 0 or lower)
Abali Original Flavor Yogurt
Soda (WSR Index -3.5)
Biotta Digestive Drink (WSR
Index -3.5)
Newer Post

Home

Older Post

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

Arvand Sparkling Yogurt
Beverage, Mint Flavor (WSR
Index -3.0)
Arvand Sparkling Yogurt
Beverage, Tart Flavor (WSR
Index -2.5)
Kombucha Wonder Drink (WSR
Index -2.0)
Naturally Noni 2x (WSR Index
-1.5)
Jarritos Tamarindo (WSR Index
-1.5)
CoCo Rico (WSR Index -1.0)
Jones Soda Tofurky and Gravy
(WSR Index -1.0)
Jeff's Chocolate Soda (WSR
Index -1.0)
Pocari Sweat Ion Water (WSR
Index -1.0)
Journey Caribbean Creme
(WSR Index -1.0)
Tango Cherry (WSR Index 0.5)
Dr. Brown's Cel-Ray (WSR
Index -0.5)
Abbondio Chinotto (WSR Index
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-0.5)
Big Wave Strawberry 101
(WSR Index 0)
Chin Chin Grass Jelly Drink
(Honey Flavour) (WSR Index
0.0)
Malta India (WSR Index 0)
Malta Hatuey (WSR Index 0)
Sprecher Ravin' Red (WSR
Index 0)
Kirin Ururu Cha (WSR Index 0)
Meet the Weird Soda
Review staff!
Richard (Quaffmaster): Lead
Tester
Kieran: Lead Assistant Tester,
Keeper of the Collective Cool
Xavier (Wyvern): Junior
Assistant Tester, Resident
Bubblophobe
Ellen (Kibbitzer-In-Chief):
Staff Conscience
and the Official Mysterious
Stranger (gracias!)
Followers
Follow
with Google Friend Connect

Followers (19)

Already a member?Sign in

We welcome guest reviews!
Have you tried a soda recently
which changed your life? Did
you find a bit of bubbly stuff
which produced a state or
transcendence or terror? Share
it with the world!
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At the bottom of this page,
there is a form to submit your
very own Weird Soda Review.
Fill it out and hit "Submit",
and we here at the Weird
Soda Review will put it up for
all the world to see.
Contact Us!
Questions, comments, or
suggestions? Email us at
quaffmaster@weirdsodareview.
com.
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cream (16)
herbal (13)
jarritos (11)
Japanese (9)
red (9)
cherry (8)
cola (7)
oogave (7)
vanilla (7)
dry (6)
green (6)
lemon (6)
orange (6)
root beer (6)
agave (5)
apple (5)
citrus (5)
ginger ale (5)
grape (4)
lime (4)
pilgrimage (4)
Jones (3)
beer (3)
berry (3)
biotta (3)
grapefruit (3)
hibiscus (3)
honey (3)
jelly (3)
journey (3)
malt (3)
pear (3)
strawberry (3)
tea (3)
watermelon (3)
yellow (3)
yogurt (3)
Dr. Brown's (2)
americana (2)
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barley (2)
boing (2)
british (2)
bubble gum (2)
caffeine (2)
coconut (2)
cthulhu (2)
fentimans (2)
filberts (2)
ginger (2)
ginseng (2)
holiday (2)
kirin (2)
mandarin (2)
melon (2)
mint (2)
molasses (2)
moxie (2)
natural brew (2)
ooba (2)
orca (2)
peach (2)
pineapple (2)
ramune (2)
realsoda (2)
red ribbon (2)
sidral mundet (2)
sprecher (2)
sweet blossom (2)
tamarindo (2)
101 (1)
7-UP (1)
Abbondio (1)
Almdudler (1)
Austria (1)
Big Wave (1)
Briar's (1)
Chinese (1)
Chinotto (1)
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Cool Mountain (1)
Fauchon (1)
Faygo (1)
Fitz's (1)
Gabunomi (1)
Galco's (1)
Gokuri (1)
Hank's (1)
Izze (1)
JT (1)
Jack-In-The-Box (1)
Jeff's (1)
Kombucha (1)
Mitsuwa (1)
OSLO (1)
Safari Mist (1)
Senorial (1)
Stewart's (1)
Thanksgiving (1)
Virgil's (1)
Zuberfizz (1)
abali (1)
aloe vera (1)
arrrrr (1)
arvand (1)
bacon (1)
banana (1)
beet (1)
ben shaws (1)
billy ocean (1)
birch (1)
blasphemy (1)
blue sky (1)
blueberry (1)
bravo (1)
bread pudding (1)
capt'n eli's (1)
chardonnay (1)
cheesy romance novel (1)
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chocolate (1)
chubby (1)
clear (1)
coffee (1)
communist (1)
cuba (1)
cucumber (1)
doctor who (1)
dr. pepper (1)
dublin dr. pepper (1)
egg cream (1)
el salvador (1)
elderflower (1)
existential despair (1)
foxon park (1)
fruit punch (1)
fukola (1)
golden (1)
goya (1)
grass (1)
gravy (1)
guarana (1)
guava (1)
guest (1)
hatuey (1)
hello kitty (1)
henry weinhard's (1)
hotlips (1)
hulk (1)
ikea (1)
ironbeer (1)
italian (1)
jamaica (1)
juicy fruit (1)
juniper (1)
kava (1)
knudsen (1)
kumquat (1)
kvass (1)
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lead assistant (1)
lemon-lime (1)
linguistic catastrophe (1)
lychee (1)
mabi (1)
marshmallow (1)
mary jane's (1)
materva (1)
meh (1)
mountain dew (1)
natrona (1)
neuro (1)
noir (1)
notdrunkIswear (1)
notmountaindew (1)
passionflower (1)
pennsylvania (1)
pepsi (1)
peruvian warrior
mathematicians (1)
pink (1)
plantation (1)
pocari (1)
pomegranate (1)
punch (1)
purple (1)
reed's (1)
rhode island (1)
rose (1)
russia (1)
sangria (1)
sarsaparilla (1)
sauerkraut (1)
second try (1)
shandy (1)
sioux city (1)
spice (1)
sports drink (1)
spritzer (1)

http://www.weirdsodareview.com/2010/12/reeds-original-ginger-brew.html[1/7/2011 3:25:20 PM]

Weird Soda Review: Reed's Original Ginger Brew

stevia (1)
sweat (1)
tangerine (1)
tango (1)
teddy's (1)
tofurky (1)
tsubutsubu (1)
ururu (1)
vavo (1)
venn diagram (1)
vignette (1)
vimto (1)
visvita (1)
warcraft (1)
wine (1)
worcestershire (1)
wrong (1)
yerba mate (1)
zevia (1)

Send In Your Guest Review!

I will post reviews as submitted, with editing only for length (if unreasonable) and content (I don't want this to be
an adults-only blog).
Legal stuff: This blog is covered under a Creative Commons 3.0 Attribution-Share Alike (BY-SA) license, which basically means that you can use material from the blog
(including for commercial purposes) as long as attribution is given, and that you can create derivative works as long as those works are covered undersimilar licensing
terms. When you submit a review, you are granting me an irrevocable license to print your review with minor modifications as described above, and agreeing that your
work will be posted under the same licensing terms. You are not giving up your ownership of your writings, and may distribute or publish them elsewhere as you wish.
Should this blog ever get ads (Heaven forfend!), you don't get any of the money from them.

Your email address (in case I need to contact you about your review):
NOTE: I will never divulge, sell, publish, or do anything with your email address other than contact you if your review needs to be substantially altered, or if there are
any concerns about it.
You don't have to provide it, but if you don't and I need to contact you, I just won't post the review.

Alias under which you would like your review published:
Soda you are reviewing (brand and name):
Where you found it and when:
Enter your review here:
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This work by http://www.weirdsodareview.com is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0
United States License.
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